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The future for Christianity in the Catholic tradition will be through an evolution more profound and far-
reaching than any in the last 2,000 years. The world, not just the church, is going through a deep and 
wide change of era. Central features include the revolution in the methods of science (evidence, data 
and systematic procedures), awareness of history (the changing progressive development of 
humanity), widespread loss of trust in institutions, authority and assured progress, disillusionment 
with the basis of authority (including religious), a growing awareness of personal autonomy and 
agency and a major shift of attention from the community and social to the personal in relation to how 
we live our lives. 
 
One consequence of this is that the living out and promotion of the vision, message and meaning of 
Jesus will be done more extensively at the personal and inter-personal levels. We are moving towards 
new expressions of spirituality and intentional living with a clearer focus on self-understanding, and 
personal experience and values. We will be more aware of our responsibility for the standards we live 
by. Younger generations (and many of our own generation) are already judging us on the authenticity 
we show in our lives. 
 
Evolving Catholic spirituality. 

Becoming subjects, agents in our relationship with God is identical with personal living 
which is always here and now. In personal living, questions emerge concretely in our 
concerns, interests, hopes, plans, daring and timidity, risks and playing safe. As they 
emerge concretely, they are solved concretely. This is not tied down to place or time, 
culture or epoch. It is catholic with the catholicity of the Spirit. It is not an abstraction that 
dwells apart from every place or time, culture or epoch. 
The love of God, being in love with God, can be as full and as dominant, as overwhelming, 
and as lasting an experience as human love.’ (Bernard Lonergan, Existenz and 
Aggiornamento) 
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You are the music while the music lasts.’
 

A core issue seems to be that the church organisation has not kept pace with human development; 
institutional structures, official positions and directives, preaching and community education do not 
meet the needs of most Catholics. The organisation seems to be over-focussed on the corporate and 
community dimensions of Catholic living. There are limits to what any organisation can offer in aid of 
personal living; the church has over-reached its competency in terms of what our Catholic Faith and 
spirituality have to offer us. Personal authenticity and inter-personal relationships, the heartbeat of 
Christianity, are increasingly being left to individuals and groups such as Teams to foster and develop.    
 
It appears that the future of Catholicism is in the hands of ordinary Catholics. We have the challenge 
and opportunity of growing and developing Catholic spirituality – intentional living in the light of the 
vision and message of Jesus. It is already set up for sharing personal and inter-personal experiences, 
leading each other to deeper insights into the meaning of Jesus, critical judgement of the sense of the 
faith, assessing values, mutually supportive commitments and growing care for one another.  
 
A key requirement at this time, it seems to me, is for us to step out, personally and intentionally, from 
under the domesticating, deadening umbrella of inadequate traditions and customary thinking.  


